THE AESTHETIC APPRECIATION OF WORKS OF ART 


II Those Homo sapiens who are minimally conscious of 

the self--given the fact that the behavior of the spec- 
tators of this group is mediated by reactions on the 
conscious level they are capable of responding to the 
world with some degree of judgement which means that 
their world is not a wholly chaotic/biological world 

but it does not mean that the Homo sapiens of this group 
are capable of making effective distinctions between 
phenomena that are autonomous and aesthetic and phe- 
nomena that are autonomous and nonaesthetic/nonautonomous 
and aesthetic/nonautonomous and nonaesthetic certainly 
not. Unlike those spectators who are not conscious of 
the self however the spectators of this group are aware 
of and acknowledge the existence of phenomena that per- 
tain-to-life that are not near-at-hand (phenomena that 
are at the same time autonomous and aesthetic are in- 
variably not classified by these spectators with those 
phenomena that pertain-to-life). Unlike those spec- 
tators who are not conscious of the self the spectators 
of this group secondly evaluate those phenomena of which 
their world is composed not only in terms of their po- 
tential to satisfy instinctual needs of Homo sapiens but 
also in terms of their potential to satisfy noninstinctual/ 
conscious life needs of Homo sapiens (phenomena that 

are at the same time autonomous and aesthetic do not 
satisfy any conscious life needs of the Homo sapiens 

of this group). Unlike those spectators who are not 
conscious of the self in other words those who are are 
not only aware of and acknowledge the existence of phe- 
nomena that are not near-at-hand but also effectively 
distinguish those phenomena--whether they pertain-to- 
life or not--that are not-near-at-hand from those that 
are near-at-hand---all of which does not mean that 

the spectators of this group regard as "valuable" 
phenomena that do not satisfy given instinctual/bio- 
logical and/or conscious life needs of Homo sapiens 
(value for the spectators of this group is determined 
by the ability of a given phenomenon to satisfy the 
instinctual/biological and/or conscious life needs of 
the spectators of this group--which means that a phe- 
nomenon that is not near-at-hand but which does satisfy 
an instinctual or a noninstinctual life need can be regarded as 
valuable by the spectators of this group) but it does 
Mean that the spectators of this group are capable of making 

some of the distinctions that are necessary for Homo sapiens 

to make before Homo sapiens can become aware of and 
acknowledge the existence of and effectively distinguish 
nonliteral phenomena from all other kinds of phenomena. 





